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Message from the Headmaster

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
8 March 2024

Please join us at Graeme College as we commemorate the extraordinary achievements and contributions of
women worldwide on International Women's Day! Today, we honour the resilience, strength, and diversity of
women everywhere, acknowledging their pivotal roles in shaping our communities, societies, and futures.
Let's celebrate the achievements of women past, present, and future, as we continue to strive for gender
equality and empower the voices of all individuals. 

Happy International Women's Day from Graeme College!

Kevin Watson

Applications to write the 2024 NRF-SAASTA Olympiads are open until 31 March. All budding science learners
are encouraged to sign up with Dr Shaw before the end of term. Registration fee is R35. 

"Here’s to strong women. May we know them. May we be them. May we raise them." — Unknown

Academic
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Academic

Below: some of the planned content to be covered in some of the subjects.
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Debating
The 1st debating team placed 2nd in the opening rounds of the Rhini Debating League. They managed to win 5
out 6 debates and will be participating in the semi-finals over the coming weekend.
The 2nd team placed 7th overall.

Debating 

Founders
A big part of the welcome at the Founder's Service on Friday last
week, was to celebrate two individuals in particular. Ernest
Rothman and Dave Weyer (class of 1954), who celebrated their 75th
reunion year with us.
Some of the youngsters at school were mesmerised that they LEFT
school 75 years ago...  AND still return to the Founder’s ceremony
at this great college 75 years later. That says a lot about what this
school meant to them.
On that note, to replicate that, the current Grade 12s would have to
return in the year 2099, which adds a bit of gravity to the
significance of Mr Rothman and Mr Weyer joining us (bottom right).
They are legends in so many ways at Graeme College. And such a
massive part of what we celebrate at Founder's. Two great men;
great Graemians.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Weyer family, who received
such sad news last Friday (pictured top right)
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Last week we had our OG Assembly.
Musical pieces:
-Jonathan Pretorius (cello) - Prelude from Cello Suite No.1 by Bach
-Sibanye Jongile (steelpan) - Take my breath by The Weeknd
- Senior Choir performed two pieces.
Thank you to our Guest speaker - Greg Beach (OG 1984).
Cricket Awards: presented by Neil Smuts
Trevor Cowie Bat - Most Improved Player - Qhama Ngoma
Sean Wiblin trophy - given to the newcomer of the season, who has started the year brilliantly - Andrew Muir
Player of the Season (voted by the team) - Smuts family bat - Ashton Williams
Water Polo Award were given to:

Hald Colours
Byron Hunter
Bernard Frost
Ilyo Copteros
Jesse McConnachie
Jaycie Pieterse

Founders assembly 
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Dear families and boys. A BIG well done and thank you for today. Well done to the boys for finishing an
impressive hike. Thank you to all the parents and family members who were able to join us - your support and
care for the boys was fantastic . Thank you to everyone who was involved in organising and serving the vetkoek
and mince - it was a great way to finish and much appreciated.

The Big Walk 
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We held a very successful Makhanda Nite Race this week. A big thank you to the following: 
Basil Mills (starting the race)
Paul Beyleveld (pineapples)
Traffic Department (assistance)
Makana Brick (prizes)
Ambivent/ Craig Visagie (medical assistance). Well done to C- Jay Porthen OG (2021) who came third at the
Makhanda Nite Race tonight! (pictured below left top picture)

Makhanda Nite Race
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Our Graemian of the Week award is shared by two new arrivals,
Leo Murray and Lorien Yazbek. We have been super-impressed
with how quickly Leo and Lorien have jumped into life at
Graeme College - getting involved wherever they can, giving of
their best, displaying impeccable manners and being all-round
top men. Courage the Leopard is also chuffed as he will be
spending the week closer to the coast and enjoying some sea-
air. Well done boys, keep it up! We are proud of you!

Junior School

Below: Sports team of the week. The U11B cricket team went from strength to strength in the first term. This
was topped off with a great team performance against Westering, where they won by 100 runs. Well done to all
these young cricketers.
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The preschool learners did their Little “Big Walk” this morning covering 2,6km along the inside perimeter of the
school grounds. Thank you to all the parents and friends that joined in and donated funds towards new play
equipment for our little Leopard Cubs. It was a very enjoyable morning.

Pre-school
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What a lovely camp-out we had last Friday night on Junor field. We had about 450 attending - which is the most
ever! This is definitely one of the most sought after events on our GC junior calendar.

Junior Camp Out 
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Well done Grade 5JB on your tech projects!

Grade 5

Well done Gr8 JVM on your tech projects!

Grade 8
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For Grade 7 Technology the boys had to design and construct a Cellphone Tower. We clearly have some budding
engineers in our midst! Well done boys!

Grade 7
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Grade 12 Mathematics
The Grade 12 maths class have been working on 3D Trigonometry this week. They built paper models to help
them to solve various problems.

Grade 12
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Events

A cause very close to our hearts. We are
very excited that the Pink Walk for
CANSA will be held at Graeme. A
stunning steak evening planned
thereafter at the Graemian Centre. 

Some incredible signed sports memorabilia on the online
auction! Our auction website is now live! Link:  
https://bit.ly/42E9ANS

https://bit.ly/42E9ANS?fbclid=IwAR25QwPTFkWCgTVXDMld5lc1qKk8a9rCQU0k5rD9l4Js1kgaAAkG-V_5iKs
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Events

If you are in Johannesburg this Easter
we would love you to join us!

Maths Club
Mathematics "A" Club.
Our first inductees into the "A" Club for 2024 have been proudly displayed in the downstairs corridor outside
Ms White's classroom. The aim of the "A" Club and the 100 Club for Mathematics is to encourage the boys to
keep applying themselves! This list will remain up and be updated as the year progresses. Congratulations to
all! Below is the updated list is below for the week.
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Community Engagement
Community Engagement Term 1 Donation Drive:
Our mission statement at Graeme College this term: Bringing us closer to the society in Makhanda we want to
live in. That is what we're all collectively working towards. And real change takes work, but we can't do it alone.
Your donations help charities work towards creating a society that benefits everyone, leaving no one behind.
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Music

MARIMBA BAND REHEARSALS
Monday: 14h00 - 14h45  Grade 6 and Grade 7 Group
Wednesday: 13h30 - 14h15  Grade 4 and Grade 5 Group

STEELBAND REHEARSALS
Monday: 14h00 - 14h30  Beginner Steelband

  14h30 - 15h00  Intermediate Steelband
Tuesday: 13h30 - 14h15  Senior A Steelband

  14h15 - 15h00  Senior B Steelband
Friday:  14h00 - 15h00  Senior A Steelband

Left: The senior choir will be performing at the
Masicule Choir spectacular on Sunday 10 March and
Monday 11 March. We wish them all the best!

Right: Well done to Jonathan Pretorius who obtained 100% for
his Grade 11 Music Theory test.
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The Graeme College 1st XV received their playing jerseys last night. It is always a special occasion for players
who have dreamt about this day since they arrived at Graeme and they have been rewarded for the hard work
that they have put in. The occasion was also used to thank sponsors and other entities at Graeme College that
make the rugby season possible. Once again a massive thanks to Buco who sponsors the 1st XV kit. Also a
massive thank you must go to SummerPride and Muir Trans Fuel Depot who have sponsored the u14 and u16
teams that will be travelling to Joburg over the Easter weekend to participate in various festivals.

Rugby 

https://web.facebook.com/MuirTrans?__cft__[0]=AZV8JMMxGXrlD95IXL-zx0FJnB2b_IA_XX8HKVw5JbDfw9M4MOa7XhMjtxbQruqt5oCKyEz2kPgcIEEZxuU6wqb3keULxAolq1xDvdCA-5HQn3C2u32pQwPPo-PudOckN-7ePkmZVl8x4jEdMUtOkRA-Q67uJg9ptZXIjqBwthkzWnOkVbh_Zp3YEp-x-QdU70w&__tn__=-]K-R
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Michael Pretorius, Christopher McLean and Ilyo Copterous represented at the Level 1 Gala in PE last weekend.

Swimming

Ashton Burger took part in the Bloemfotein Junior Squash Open last weekend. This tournament includes the
best players from all over the country. He managed to come third overall in the U14 division, which is a
remarkable achievement. He is now ranked 3rd in SA Schools Squash. We are extremely proud of you, Ashton!
Well done!

Squash
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Senior Tennis
U/15 C vs KC u/15 C on 1 March at KC
Despite the weather, the Graeme boys remained positive and in a hard fought match went down 70 games to
46.

Tennis

Tennis results:
GC U13A vs SAP U13A
GC won 54-22
GC U13B vs SAP U13B
GC won 38-35
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Senior Tennis
1st Team vs Old Boys at Founders.
In a closely contested match, the old boys displayed a masterful performance, overcoming the spirited efforts
of the school boys to secure victory by a margin of two games.
Old Boys 31 - School Boys 29.

Tennis
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Graeme College 2nds vs Old boys 2nds
Graeme 114 all out
Kevin Bodie 24
Quincy Mawisa 22
Somi Gysman 2/18
Francois Nel 2/14
Lelethu Cekiso 3/4
Keagan Fischer 2/18
Old boys 116 for 8
Mike Roberts 25
Keagan Fischer 29 not out
Lisekho Zinyane 3/14
Luphelo Mdyesha 2/22
Old boys won by 2 wickets

GC U14A Vs Hudson
GC 255/10
Caleb Jaytiem 58
James Muir 43
Hudson 62/10
Iyazi 4 overs 10/2
James 4 overs 15/2
GC won by 193

GC U15A vs Hudson u15A
GC 307 all out in 38 overs
Kits McConnachie 156
Sibabalwe Deliwe 32
Selunathi George 23
Hudson Park
95 all out in 15 overs
Lervano Gill 5 - 20 (4.2)
Zuko Pontshi 4 - 37(7)
GC u15A won by 212 runs.

Cricket



GC 2s vs Hudson 2s
GC 247/10 in 33 overs
Athandile Feni 100 not out
Iviwe Mshubeki 60
Hudson Park
72 all out in 26 overs
Luphelo Mdyesha 5/13 (8 overs)
Cameron Doyle 3/3 (4 overs)
GC won by 175 runs.

Special mentions: 
Well done to Kits McConnachie, u15A, on 156 runs against Hudson Park
Athandile Feni - 100 not out for 2nds against Hudson Park
Well done to Murray Tyson, captain of the 1st team, on his 107 runs against Hudson Park.

Some more photos of the U14A team in action last weekend, photos courtesy of Elle Muir.
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Cricket
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Wade Buckley (1973)with his son
who with the SA side have just won
the over 40's World cup. A proud
Dad!

Old Graemians

Parent Thank yous
The mighty moms team working hard for the fundraiser for the tennis tour!

Right: Amazing parents we have! Thanks to Richard & Ellouise
Muir for organising the steak roll fundraiser for Founder’s last
week.

https://web.facebook.com/wade.buckley.77?__cft__[0]=AZWBtj9rimPF8kaR2YUUssE8c6udX11i7EaNhlnjSHgZDeCbMFNq2h-1m8AGsOlsJLJ_Yo3eVpjno50mWjjed0JiD2G0bKOhXUr4IZY-zFnZE3htu94CkoS7E3n-OgvC5zFjiz0rRrQzEZJpVyZbHSwMw1mMF0Rl0kY08f9VwQMESe65zopTeqKE7oEBBQ7fNm5Id79KOA_HTiySxuA8a99W&__tn__=-]K-y-R
https://web.facebook.com/wade.buckley.77?__cft__[0]=AZWBtj9rimPF8kaR2YUUssE8c6udX11i7EaNhlnjSHgZDeCbMFNq2h-1m8AGsOlsJLJ_Yo3eVpjno50mWjjed0JiD2G0bKOhXUr4IZY-zFnZE3htu94CkoS7E3n-OgvC5zFjiz0rRrQzEZJpVyZbHSwMw1mMF0Rl0kY08f9VwQMESe65zopTeqKE7oEBBQ7fNm5Id79KOA_HTiySxuA8a99W&__tn__=-]K-y-R
https://web.facebook.com/wade.buckley.77?__cft__[0]=AZWBtj9rimPF8kaR2YUUssE8c6udX11i7EaNhlnjSHgZDeCbMFNq2h-1m8AGsOlsJLJ_Yo3eVpjno50mWjjed0JiD2G0bKOhXUr4IZY-zFnZE3htu94CkoS7E3n-OgvC5zFjiz0rRrQzEZJpVyZbHSwMw1mMF0Rl0kY08f9VwQMESe65zopTeqKE7oEBBQ7fNm5Id79KOA_HTiySxuA8a99W&__tn__=-]K-y-R
https://web.facebook.com/wade.buckley.77?__cft__[0]=AZWBtj9rimPF8kaR2YUUssE8c6udX11i7EaNhlnjSHgZDeCbMFNq2h-1m8AGsOlsJLJ_Yo3eVpjno50mWjjed0JiD2G0bKOhXUr4IZY-zFnZE3htu94CkoS7E3n-OgvC5zFjiz0rRrQzEZJpVyZbHSwMw1mMF0Rl0kY08f9VwQMESe65zopTeqKE7oEBBQ7fNm5Id79KOA_HTiySxuA8a99W&__tn__=-]K-y-R
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Our 150 book

Right: Journey through more than 150 years
in our Graeme College history. Our book is
still available to buy and will be treasured by
everyone who buys it- we promise!

This book is a culmination of years of work
by Peter Breetzke & Ernie van Hille.
Order Information: Contact Zoe Wille:
z.wille@graemecollege.co.za

Our 2024 diaries are now available to purchase for Grade
4-7s specifically, however it is useful for all grades. They
are R45 each and available from reception. The purpose of
a school diary is to document your tasks and events so
that they can be remembered. It is an excellent way to
record homework and your son can easily access it and
take a look at your reminders whenever necessary.

Miscellaneous

Please take note of our term diary which has a comprehensive calendar of events and what is happening for
the term ahead. 

Link: https://www.graemecollege.co.za/media/1521/gc-term-1-diary-2024.pdf

The calendar is also available on our school website.

School term calendar
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We are delighted to announce that Graeme College has purchased a full membership of the VIVE TEEN
WELLNESS application, which will enable ALL our learners to have full access to the app. It is something that
we have thoroughly investigated, and feel that this is a massive step in the right direction for the wellbeing of
our all learners. We are excited that every learner will have safe space to learn more about mental wellness,
and reach out for help if needed, in a number of ways. 
VIVE TEEN WELLNESS is an Artificial Intelligence enabled digital platform and smartphone application that was
built in South Africa. The first version was launched earlier in 2023, with several schools presently using the
full suite of functionality. The schools and learners that have been using the platform in recent months have
provided us with very valuable feedback that assisted us in planning the next phase of the roll-out.
During 2022 VIVE TEENS has been selected as a winner in the UpLink - World Economic Forum (WEF) Youth
Mental Health Challenge where it has competed with over 120 other mental health companies from across the
globe.
The platform is expected to launch internationally early in 2024, and as part of that process we are awarding
South African schools the opportunity to gain from a locally built application and support the mental wellness
of our children.
The Graeme College subscription starts from 1 September 2023, but we would like our learners to download
the application in the meantime, and familiarise themselves with it by referring to the various videos and
guides.
Here is a link to the video to understand what Vive is all about: https://fb.watch/mcK3MzNNrn/

Teen App
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Our corporate sponsorship packages are out for our 3 day Rugby Festival this year. It is fantastic exposure for
any business!!! Please do contact marketing on 071 687 4531 if your business is interested.

Rugby Festival 2024
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Our commemorative plaques allow you to celebrate and appreciate the memories of your loved ones, honour
someone special or distinguish your family.
Our granite plaques are enduring and timeless. They are a fitting tribute on our beautiful new Indoor Sports
Centre and a valuable contribution to our school.
ADD YOUR NAME INTO THE HISTORY OF THE GRAEME COLLEGE CAMPUS FOREVER:
We are selling plaques to add to the new indoor centre... where you can add your name or family name into the
history of the building. The idea is to sell 150 plaques only. 
Email your request to z.wille@graemecollege.co.za - we will send you more information re payment etc.
The plaques will be R5000 each and will be 270mm x 130mm. They are Rustenburg Granite - black/grey.
Lettering is 15mm in height. All funds raised will go into the extra building costs as well as equipping the
facility with sports and gym equipment.

Plaques for Indoor Sports Centre



Library times
The library will be open at first break only, every day. If you would like your son to study in the library in the
afternoons, you need to write a letter to the school to get permission. Thank you for your cooperation.

2nd Hand Clothing Shop 
The Graeme College second-hand clothing shop will be open between 13h00 and 14h00 every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday (excluding public holidays and school holidays). Please contact the school should you
have any queries.

Do you follow Graeme College on the following platforms?

Instagram:
@graemecollege
@graemeboys 

Awsum App
https://www.awsum.co.za/download-the-awsum-app-for-schools

Facebook:
Graeme College 

 

If you aren’t on the GC Community WhatsApp group - you can join by following the QR Code below or
communicate with your Class Register Teacher or Mentor Teacher.
Thank you.

Library 

Google Calendar
Please click on the link below to be directed to the school Google Calendar. The link helps you subscribe to the
school calendar which you can add to your phone, tablet or computer. Just click on the ‘plus sign’ at the
bottom right hand corner of the calendar.

Click here for a link: https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=public.calendar@graemecollege.co.za

Stay connected
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A big thank you to
our local traffic
department who
have helped us with
two events this
week- ensuring
everything runs
smoothly and
everyone is kept
safe! Thanks Mr
Oerson and Sias for
the assistance today.

http://www.graemecollege.co.za/calendar.html

